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INFLAMMATION OF THE NECK OF THE BLADDER. 





By Jno. THAD. JoHNson, M. D. 





A most obstinate and disagreeable complication, or sequel, of 
gonorrhea is an inflammation of that part of the deep urethra 
and the immediately adjacent surface of the bladder, which, to- 
gether, are ordinarily known as the neck of the bladder. 

This inflammation varies in intensity. But even in its slightest 
form, in that degree in which the inflammatory processes are not 
pronounced, the symptoms are so annoying, so distressing, as to 
call for relief. 

I call special attention to this disease, not alone because of its 
importance and its frequency, but because I am sure it is often 
overlooked; or, more correctly, because the symptoms are misin- 
terpreted, and the real seat and nature of the lesion not recognized. 

Probably I can best present the subject by giving the history of 
a patient who recently came unde1 my care. This is but a type 
of a large class: 

A young man had, with the assistance of experienced friends, 
conducted the treatment of his gonorrhcea for several weeks 
after its appearance. At this period, the symptoms became more 
alarming, or more distressing. The scalding of the urethra during 
micturition had been less severe for sometime than it was at the 
outset. But now there were frequent calls for evacuating the 
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bladder, even when the viscus was almost entirely empty. Indeed, 
the desire was almost constant. The tenesmus attending and 
following each act was considerable. The burning pain low in 
the pubic region was quite marked. There was some little mucus 
passed with the urine. These, it is true, are but the symptoms of 
inflammation of the bladder in a mild form. Yet, it had not once 
occurred to the patient’s mind that the disease had passed beyond 
the range of his little weapon—the ordinary urethral syringe. 

He had consulted a physician who evidently had misinterpreted 
the symptoms, for he only recommended a change of the urethral 
injection. 

It is evident that in this case the parts below the compressor 
had become involved, by continuity of tissue, and that the ordinary 
injection failed to reach the diseased surface. Two or three days’ 
treatment, properly directed, relieved the urgency of the case. 
The pain, tenesmus, and frequency of urination were all greatly 
modified; but all remained, in a lessened degree, for a long time. 
The patient continued his avocation, but was always conscious of 
an uneasiness in this region, and had frequent calls to pass his 
urine; these calls proving to have been wholly unnecessary so far 
as indicated by the amount of fluid expelled. 

Patients so affected are especially apt to suffer an exacerbation 
of all the symptoms when subjected to undue exercise, prolonged 
standing, walking, horse-back riding, and imprudence in drinking. 
They are generally sensitive to changes of weather. 

This extension of inflammation, as before said, is often entirely 
overlooked, or goes unrecognized. In such instances treatment 
of the anterior urethra is persistently adhered to, and much sur- 
prise is felt that no beneficial result is obtained. This slight in- 
flammation of the neck goes on indefinitely. The patient occa- 
sionally has reason to hope he is at last rid of it; but the effect of 
any of the etiological conditions above mentioned rudely unde- 
ceive him. 

The mucus discharged, of course, varies with the varying in- 
tensity of the inflammation as well as with the greater or less 
extent of surface of the mucous membrane involved. It is gen- 
erally distributed through the expelled urine, floating therein as a 
flocculent cloud. <A portion may be passed separately at the very 
outset of micturition. More often still do we find the quantity 
greatest just at the close of the act. This is especially true when 
the inflammation is most active. The mucous then is not only 
more abundant, but is also more tenacious, and renders the tenes- 
mus more violent. 
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The mucus is observed in another form, which sometimes 
greatly alarms the patient. At the commencement of urination, 
threads or little ropes are detected as they emerge from the mea- 
tus. The patient imagines that all manner of evil is thus shown 
to exist. This form of mucus, I believe, is more apt to arise from 
a chronic inflammation of the urethra just in front of the com- 
pressor than from the part under our special consideration. At 
any rate, however, it may be co-existent with the inflamed neck. 

There are yet other circumstances under which this mucus 
may present itself in a manner alarming to the patient. Months 
have passed, he is pursuaded that his long-standing gonorrhea 
has at last exhausted itself; all the severe symptoms have disap- 
peared or been greatly mitigated, or, perhaps, were mild from the 
outset; or its true character, or location, possibly, was never sus- 
pected. The patient accidentally discovers this slight cloud of 
mucus floating in the urine after it has been passed in a vessel. 
His fears are magnified by the writings which have fallen into his 
hands. and which were written for this verv purpose. He pre- 
cipitately flies for comfort, in all likelihood, to the p'ace where he 
doesn’t get it—to some charlatan who has bated his trap so 
carefully with this very fear moving morsel, for this very kind of 
victim. I have known physicians to allow themselves honestly 
misled by this symptom. I drew more especial attention to this 
in a paper entitled “Some Disorders, Miscalled Spermatorrhea,” 
which I presented several years since to the Georgia Medical 
Association. 

I have known the inflammation extended from the urethra to 
the vesical neck by means of a catheter, which the patient passed 
into the bladder with a view of making more effective treatment 
of his troublesome gonorrhea in its earlier stage. 

It can scarcely be necessary, after saying so much of the symp- 
toms, to enter largely into the question of diagnosis. I have 
urged the necessity of proper appreciation of the symptoms that 
mark the passage of the inflammation beyond the compressor 
urethra muscle, in order that our treatment, or our methods, may 
be adapted to this further extension. 

We should bear in mind the possibility of the involvement of 
the prostate gland. If this be acutely inflamed, one might mistake 
it, for a general cystitis; but not probably for the condition we are 
considering. There would be present a burning pain with some 
tenesmus; some mucus might be thrown off. But the pain is in 
the perineum, extending toward ihe rectum. The finger passed 
into the lower bowel, would at once recognize an acute prostatitis. 
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As a sequela of urethritis, an inflammation of the prostatic 
ducts, with the peculiar conditions of the discharge of the pros- 
tatic mucus, is by no means infrequent. This is generally known 
as prostatorrhea. The mere calling of attention to it should be 
sufficient to suggest the means for a differential diagnosis. This 
is also treated of in the paper already referred to. 

As in the last instance, so in acute (general) cystitis, and in 
catarrh of the bladder (chronic cystitis) should the mere sugges- 
tion of their names be sufficient to avoid such a mistake in diag- 
nosis. 

The symptoms described as indicating an inflammation of the 
neck may attend a calculus in any part of the tract, or disease of 
the kidneys, or even tuberculosis or other disease of the prostate. 
The history of the case, with the general make-up of the symp- 
toms, will not likely leave cause for doubt in diagnosis. 

With the inflamed neck, there also frequently is still present the 
disease in the anterior urethra. Here, of course, we have the 
discharge of mucus, or muco-pus, flowing from the urethra inde- 
pendent of urination; otherwise, it is observed only on such occa- 
sions. 

We should bear in mind that the prostatic urethra is a portion, 
a large portion, of what is known as the neck of the bladder. We, 
therefore, must expect what we may term an interchange of 
symptoms between the diseased neck and the diseased prostate, 
The two may co-exist. 

When the inflammation of the neck is severe, there often will 
appear a small quantity of blood with the muco-pus, especially at 
the close of micturition, when the tenesmus is greatest. The mi- 
croscope may also show spermatozoa under the same circum- 
stances. This severity of symptoms, however, in a typical case 
of the diseases now treated of, is either altogether absent, or of 
short duration. 

The sound or catheter will afford further light for our informa- 
tion. The natural sensitiveness of the deep urethra is here in- 
creased. A momentary spasm of the compressor muscle may be 
expected, and, if present, may be overcome by a persistent, gen le 
pressure with a blunt pointed sound. 

It is natural to expect that what of burning pain may be present 
in these cases is felt{more in the perineum than in general cystitis. 
In the latter lesion, it is nore marked in the pubic region. Pain 
of a reflex neurotic character may be complained of in almost any 
of the nerves of this region of the body. They are not peculiar 
to this catarrh of the neck. There is not infrequently present that 
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general condition formerly called hypochondria, or hysteria, now 
described as a general neurosis, or, perhaps, as a neurasthenia. 
But however it may be named, it is alike troublesome to patient 
and physician. 

The prognosis in this form of vesical catarrh depends greatly 
upon the stage in which treatment may be commenced, and the 
means adopted for its cure. Even at the best we may not be too 
sanguine of a speedy and perfect cure. In the many cases in 
which the location of the trouble is not properly made out, and 
the treatment adapted only to the anterior urethra is kept up, the 
patient must worry with the disease—now better, again worse— 
for an indefinite period. 

This condition is often treated by the use of the sound. This 
I regard as not a good practice, however well it may be adapted 
to a gleet of the urethra proper. I have frequently known pa- 
tients who had been subject, or had subjected themselves, to the 
frequent introduction of the sound fora long time without any 
improvement whatever. In most of such cases it is possible to 
effect a cure by discontinuing the sound and resorting to other 
measures. The good effect of treatment by the sound, in cases 
rightly selected, cannot be questioned; but like many good things 
it has been carried too far in more senses than one. Patients who 
ale intrusted with an instrument often develop what I term the 
bougie habit, that amounts almost to a monomania. 

At the outset of treatment, we must make careful inquiry, and 
lay down careful instructions, as to the patient’s habits. In no 
disease is it more essential that these be correct. We can accom- 
plish little if the patient be intemperate. His dress demands su- 
pervision; the bladder is sensitive to weather changes, or to ex- 
posure by the patient. Harmful exercise must be forbidden. 

We generally cannot refrain, in treating this affection, from ex- 
hibiting remedies by the stomach. Their sometimes good effect is 
not denied; but there is an inglorious uncertainty about it that is 
not so attractive as the glorious uncertainty of the law is said to 
be in the eyes of the legal fraternity. 

[To BE CONTINUED. | 





Pleuritis.—In a discussion on pleuritis in Marion County Med- 
ical Society, Dr. Ferguson said (/udiana Medical Journal): 

In the treatment, of acute pleuritis, thoracentesis is not done as 
frequently as it should be, and the result is that many cases are 
badly cured and subsequently die of empyema, or remain perma- 
nent invalids. 
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ADDRESS OF JUDGE NISBET AT THE COMMENCE- 
MENT EXERCISES OF THE SOUTHERN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE, FEBRUARY 29, 1888. 


Judge Nisbet was greeted with applause as he approached the 
front of the stage and placed the manuscript of his address upon 
the lecturn. He spoke as follows: 

“In the mythological legends of Greece, Esculapius, the first 
distinguished devotee of the healing art, was the god of medicine. 
Magnificent temples were erected in his honor, with priests and 
priestesses, where costly votive offerings were made, and gorgeous 
ceremonies were presented with every adjunct of darkness and 
of mystery to impose upon the suffering and credulous worshipers. 
Even centuries after, when the eastern world had attained an ex- 
cellence in the fine arts, in poetry, sculpture, architecture and 
everything indicative of a high esthetic culture, which has never 
been reached in modern times, the practice of medicine continued 
to be a system of superstitious frauds and impositions, in compari- 
son with which the methods of the street fakir are rational and 
honest. And it has only been in comparatively recent times that 
medicine has exhibited a progress equal to that made in other 
branches of human knowledge. 

The medical profession was retarded for ages by the prejudice 
of pagan and Christian against,,dissection of the human.body. 
Its progress has been slow, too, because of the uncertainty as to 
results, incident to the application of the most exact knowledge 
under conditions as shifting as the sands upon the sea-shore, 
and as various as the idiosyncracies of individuals, and the dis- 
eases to which flesh is heir. Besides there is so much that is 
occult in diseases and their remedies, and so much that is in- 
determinate and indeterminable in methods of treatment—so much 
ignorance of the subjects involved among the masses of the 
people, that the profession has always been, and is to-day, the 
favorite arena of all kinds of pretenders and impostors, whose 
ignorance can be measured only by their impudence. A vast 
multitude of these characters—charlatans, empyrics, specialists, 
vendors of patent nostrums, impostors of every kind, and of both 
sexes, from the woman who cures you by manipulation of your 
epidermis, to the man who cures you by faith—‘“ the substance of 
things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen”—swarm along 
the path of the profession like the rabble which follows the march 
of a regular army. They outnumber the regular practitioners, as 
the barbaric hosts of their savage allies outnumbered the Roman 
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legions in Gaul. They are the camp followers of the profession, 
hanging like a cloud upon its flanks and rear, but worse than the 
camp followers of an army, because they impede its progress, 
draw its rations and its pay, and whenever occasion offers, turn 
their arms against it 

But, in the last one hundred years the advance in medical 
knowledge has been extraordinary, and its history is full of mag- 
nificent discoveries, useful inventions and startling revelations. 
Within that period diseases which were the scourges of the human 
race, on the land and upon the sea, have ceased to be formidable. 
Pain has been rendered painless by anesthetic agents. Pharma- 
ceutical chemistry has enriched the materia medica with a variety 
of new remedies, and furnished the profession with improved 
weapons with which to combat disease. New and improved 
methods, and new and improved instruments in investigating dis- 
ease, have rendered diagnosis easier and more certain, and a series 
of useful inventions and startling discoveries, to which the pro- 
fession in Georgia has made splendid contributions, has illustrated 
the history of medicine, and it is safe to predict that, in the next 
one hundred years, the progress of the medical profession will be 
equally brilliant, for there are few branches of human knowledge 
which can be extended witho:it adding something to the progress 
of medical science. 

Many of the difficulties by which the medical profession is beset 
might be materially lessened if it had a little recognition and pro- 
tection from the government. The Federal Government has paid 
more money in the investigation of pleuro pneumonia and cholera 
in swine than for scientific research into all the diseases to which 
human beings are subject. In Georgia there is practical free trade 
in the manufacture, sale, administration and practice of medicine, 
and practically no protection is furnished by our laws either to 
practitioners or to the people. In this state, and under its code, 
health and life are made subordinate to property and a great many 
other things. There are upon the statute book e.aborate laws fur 
the inspection of illuminating oils, with severe penalties for their 
violation, but none for drugs and medicines, whose administration 
may re-illume the flickering light of life or put it out forever. 
There are statutes for the inspection of fertilizers and special 
officers to enforce them and severe penalties for their violation, 
but their are no laws for the analysis and inspection of the tuns 
of “perilous stuff” which goes into the stomachs of the people 
when there stomachs are sick. No dissolved bone can be sold in 
Georgia unless it is shown by official ana’ysis to contain at least 
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ten per cent. of available phosphoric acid. No ammoniated super- 
phosphate can be sold in Georgia unless it is shown by official 
analysis to contain, at least, eight percent. of available phosphoric 
acid and two per cent. of ammonia. But there is no law for the 
analysis or inspection of thousands of mortal drugs and leprous 
distilments, taken by the people, in sickness and in health, to ascer- 
tain whether they come up to any standard of purity or of strength. 
Manures in Georgia are of more importance than medicines. The 
earth is fed with more care and caution in Georgia than the men, 
women and children who live upon it. The cultivation of the 
soil in Georgia is of more importance than the health and happi- 
ness and lives of the people. Crops are cared for more tenderly 
than children. There are laws upon the statute book against the 
carrying of concealed weapons, but no law which forbids the 
manufacture and sale, and prescription of a thousand drugs and 
medicines, whose properties are concealed, but which are more 
destructive of human life than a whole battery of Gatling guns. 
There are laws upon the statute book against cruelty to animals, 
and they define “cruelty” to include “every wilful act, omission or 
neglect, whereby unjustifiable physical pain, suffering or death is 
caused or permitted.” And yet our laws tolerate cruelty to men 
and women, and permit unjustifiable physical pain, suffering and 
death to be inflicted upon them, provided the crime is committed 
with a drug; until dying is as much a mystery as living, and living 
is a miracle. Georgia, 1 repeat, has practically free trade in the 
manufacture, sale and administration of medicine, and does not 
furnish one particle of protection to ‘its practitioners or their 
patients. The law requiring a diploma to practice medicine is a 
dead letter, and under the definition given in the code of what is 
meant by practicing medicine, is violated every day with perfect 
impunity. One specialty may be practiced by women without a 
license. Georgia has no medical board to guard the entrance into 
the temple where Hygeia is worshipped, to protect it from pro- 
fanation, and to protect the graduates of this. and other medical 
institutions of high standing, and enable them to enjoy the full 
benefits of the time, the talent, the learning and the conscientious 
labor which has been expended in fitting them for their respons- 
ible duties. It has no Board of Health (it died of inanition several 
years ago) to preserve vital statistics and to take control of all the 
important matters connected with the public health. There can 
be no subjects of more vital interest to the people of Georgia— 
none more deserving the attention of legislators; and the practi- 
tioners and professors of medicine, and the pharmacists who are 
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skilled in their business, and conscientious in its canduct, who 
together constitute so large and intelligent and influential a class 
of the people, can do no higher service to the state, to humanity, 
or to the profession of medicine, than to present them to the 
attention of the next general assembly. By an organized effort 
they may induce that body to devote to these important subjects, 
some of the time and attention which it usually gives so gener- 
ously to matters connected with per diem and the next election. 

As to the practitioners of this noble science, it is difficnlt to use 
any language of eulogy which would be extravagant. I do not 
refer to that horde ot charlatans and impostors who hang about 
the outskirts of the profession, traffickers in human blood, and 
speculators upon the ignorance of the credulous and the fears of 
the timid, nor to those members of the profession whose profes- 
sional studies cease with their graduation, nor to those who seem — 
to be hardened by their professional studies and pursuits, and have 
“lost all feeling of their cailing” like the grave digger in Hannlet, 
who sings as he digs and jests as he throws out a skull. These 
are not true representatives of the medical profession. As well 
might we select that class of members of the bar, satirized by 
Martial, as men who hire out their words and anger (iras et verba 
lecant) as fair representatives of the noble profession of the law. 
Ido not refer to them, but to that large class of earnest, able, 
conscientious, laborious, cultivated and studious gentlemen, who 
consecrate their lives, and their talents, and their energies to the 
duties of their profession. 

The occupation in which they are engaged associates them con- 
stantly with the better part of creation, and subjects them con- 
stantly to the refining, ennobling and humanizing influence of 
woman. It presentsevery day opportunities for charity, and forthe 
exercise of the best and noblest impulses of our nature. It cultivates 
constantly those principles and feelings and habits of gentleness, 
courtesy, sincerity and bravery, which constitute the true gentle- 
man. It requires labors which tax the strongest constitution ; 
reasonings and investigations which require the strongest intellect 
and the broadest culture; independence of thought and of action 
which demand a robust manliness; and the result among its worthy 
devotees is the development of a type of man and gentleman 
higher than is often found in any other secular occupation. 

And this is true notwithstanding physicians, in the discharge of 
their duties, lack many of the incentives which influence other 
men to great and noble deeds. Their arena of action is circum- 
scribed. The subjects upon which they act are usually of interest 
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only to individuals. They move much along untrodden ways, far 
from the saddening crowd, and play their parts upon a narrow 
stage, where there are few spectators to applaud them. They have 
little more to inspire them or to strengthen their nerve than a sense 
of duty and a consciousness of right. In comparison, how com- 
plex and how powerful are the motives which enter into and pro- 
duce the actions which makes heroe of other men! 

When the mist lifted from the valley of the Rappahannock at 
Fredericksburg on the morning of the 13th December, 1862, a 
magnificent panorama of battle burst upon the view of the wait- 
ing Confederates. Stafford Heights were crowned with Federal 
guns. Federal troops, in long lines of battle, splendidly equipped 
and supported by artillery were advancing across the plain, whilst 
others, in dense masses, were crossing the river on pontoons. Lee’s 
thin line of battle stretched for six miles along the opposite hills 
of Spottsylvania, awaiting the onset of the mighty hosts of in- 
vaders; and the General himself, with Jackson and Longstreet, 
stood upon an eminence commanding a view of the whole field. 
It was the grandest field of tourney round which the lists were 
ever drawn. The Confederate soldier at Fredricksburg that day 
was impelled todo his duty by motives as strong as ever influenced 
human action. Love of country, love of home, conviction of rigl.t, 
devotion to principle, knowledge of the great stakes and 
the great odds, hope and hate, and fear and pride, all nerved 
his arm; whilst the booming cannon, the flaunting banners, 
the shrieking shells, the glittering steel, the sharp musketry, the 
shouts of the advancing foe, the defiant cheers of his comrades, 
the commands of his officers, and the eyes of his chief, and the 
All Hail! hereatter which waits upon heroic deeds, fired his heart 
with the lust of battle and the determination to drive back the 
invader or to die. He drove the invader back, and the heroic 
achievment will live forever in story and in song. But he did not 
exhibit any more nerve than the bold physician who first tied the 
carotid and external iliacarteries. He did not show more devotion 
to duty than the assistant surgeon who manfully did his work in 
the field hospital at Fredericksburg that day. He did not display 
any more courage than thousands of physicians, every day, who 
do their duty bravely, knowing that they will never be hailed as 
heroes and crowned with laurel. But they are heroes in the high- 
est and true-t sense of the term. 

They enter our houses, are introduced into the penetralia of our 
homes and received as intimate friends around the hearthstones, 
on which we offer sacrifices to the Lares and Penates of the 
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household. Tley are subjected to this severe test of close personal 
association, in our anxieties, our fears, our humiliations, and our 
sorrows, and after years of trial we learn to rely upon their 
strength, their skill, their sympathy and their silence. The com- 
ing of such a physician into the home is like the opening of a 
window to the east, and there are hundreds of households 
throughout the land in which he is, as Luke was among the 
apostles, the “ beloved physician.” 

Young gentlemen of the graduating class, in your dreams of 
professional excellence and success make Him, the physician who 
represents the class I have thus hurriedly described, your model; 
and may your dreams he prophets.” 





MODERN THOUGHT IN MEDICINE. 





PRESIDENT POWELL’S CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES IN MEDICINE 





Gentlemen of the Graduating Class : 

It was a source of great pleasure to me to say to you in connec- 
tion with the delivery of your Diploma by the Dean, that by au- 
thority vested in me by the laws of Georgia, you are now Doctors 
of Medicine and legally entitled to all the rights and privileges of 
the profession 

Your Alma Mater will not be satisfied with merely seeing you 
start out fairly and honorab y upon the difficult and far-stretching 
path that every doctor of medicine must tread before he can make 
a noble and enviable success of his profession. 

We would have you ever remember, that the true physician is 
not only a man of knowledge, but is also one who continually 
aspires after more knowledge. 

He is a man of “noble discontent” because he is not satisfied 
with his attainments and feels that there are yet greater heights in 
medical lore, and its cognate sciences, which he has never reached. 

To assend this eminence his efforts will be directed as long as 
life lasts, or until he has toiled up to the grand summit, and _plant- 
ing his feet upon its apex, lifts his head and cries in triumphant 
tones, “Eureka!” 

Yet our profession has often been charged by the public with 
slowness in seizing upon advanced thoughts, and utilizing con- 
stantly occurring expediences in progressive medicine. 

It is said to be too stubbornly wedded to fossil ideas, methods 
and remedies of the past. 
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The profession is greatly to blame for this misconception and 
adverse criticism on the part of the public, inasmuch as it has no 
specific methods of keeping the people informed upon the great 
advance that has been made in medicine in the last twenty years. 
In the “grand sweep of modern thought,” medical science is not a 
laggard in the procession, but is marching boldly and steadily to 
the front under the inspiration of nobler endeavors and higher 
attainments. 

It is a mistake to call medicine in toto an inexact science as 
some have done; for while there can be sucha thing as an incom- 
plete art, a science, per-se, is never inexact. A science is com- 
posed of facts, and it has grasped these truths and made them its 
own by patient, intelligent experiment and unmistakable demon- 
stration. Then it truly becomes medical science, going on from 
the known to find and prove the unknown. So medicine is not 
inexact in all its branches. 

In the great complexity of. disease, with its boundless field for 
exploration, the medical scientist has discovered much ground 
upon which he can now safely stand, and this leads me, young 
gentlemen, to speak briefly of “Thought in Modern Medicine.” 
The cause and effect of disease is the most important study in the 
profession, and it is believed that this is now more prominently 
and intelligently studied and discussed than ever before in the his- 
tory of medicine. 

The profession is wider and more discriminate in all patho- 
logical departments and in the understanding of the all per- 
vading laws of nature in the presence and the cure of disease. 
To more fully investigate these natural causes, is the important 
but difficult undertaking to which modern medical science is di- 
recting its labors with an energy, zeal and intelligence unknown 
in its past endeavors. When weseethe expose of what seems 
to be a marvelous exhibition of legerdemain, we are astonished to 
find how simple is the secret, and though the unfolding of the 
complex mysteries of nature in the cause and effect of disease 
is so vast and difficult a work, when we do have one of the se- 
crets revealed to us, we are almost startled at its wonderful sim- 
plicity. 

Equally striking are the bountiful and beneficent means the 
“Great Silent Mother” gives to the skillful physician and the intel- 
ligent patient, so that they may co-operate with her in the remov- 
al or prevention of disease ; and herein also is a simplicity as 
beautiful as it is benign. 

Thus, while all intelligent physicians know that nature requires 
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a sick person to be kept hopeful, cheerful, quiet, with plenty of 
undisturbed sleep, sufficient nourishment of a kind to sustain nu- 
trition, a little physic intelligently given, if any should be needed 
at all ; they also know that from want of information on the part 
of the patient’s nurses, and sometimes of the medical quack, 
scores of sick people are kept awake, and continually excited, are 
fussed and worried over, dosed and talked into untimely graves. 

Simple hygienic agencies may appear to the quack doctor of lit- 
tle or no moment, but the physician knows that they are based 
upon truly scientific principles, and that their observance is of as 
much therapeutical importance as the employment of drugs. 

The natural history of disease is distined to become a prominent 
feature in the character of progressive medicine ; and the profes- 
sion will agree, that to master this branch of medical science, it 
must learn profoundly of Nature, it must .employ her laws, if it 
would become victor over man’s natural foe—disease. 

As Dr. Rush says, disease isa lawless enemy. It is, in fact, a 
defiant and malignant rebel against all of Nature’s most gracious 
and beautiful statutes, and it is ever on the alert to fall upon and 
destroy the mental and physical health of man. 

Instead of violent spasmodic assaults, or rushing helter skelter 
upon this powerful and ever vigilant foe, thinking to put him to 
flight with an indiscriminate shower of drugs, the intelligence 
of modern medicine instructs the physician in a better system of 
medical tactics. It teaches him that to meet the aggressions of 
the enemy, he must bravely and deliberately bring against them 
forces of superior power and character, and that these forces 
must be gathered from the kingdom of Nature, of which she is 
sole earthly sovereign. 

The skillful physician is her Major General, commanding what- 
ever beneficent remedial agents that may be found in her realm; 
makes his strategetic movements in pursuance of her orders, 
and obeys the slightest intimation ot her will. In fact, upon ac- 
complished strategy, as taught by this sovereign queen, the learned 
physician greatly relies, holding the ranks of the pharmacopeia as 
a reserve corps to be brought forward and actively employed when 
they are really needed to aid him in becoming sole master of the 
field. 

The physician, in thus co-operating with Nature, becomes an act- 
ual co-worker with the great God of the universe. 

It is a sublime position for man’s aspiration, young gentlemen, 
and to attain it is worth many years of patient toil and profound 
study. It is a grand work, and because of its divine benevolence 
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and exalted character, it should be undertaken in a reverent spirit, 
with a pure heart and a noble ambition. 

The doctor is not only a commanding officer as herein stated, 
but, as the name implies, he is a teacher as well as a minister of 
physic. 

This makes three golden links complete—nature taught by God, 
the doctor taught by Nature, and the people instructed by the 
doctor. ; 

In modern medicine, it is gratifying to see that more importance 
is being attached to the intelligent and thorough study of medical 
chemistry. However proficient you may be in other branches of 
medical lore, it is necessary for you to know such apparently sim- 
ple truths as that the basic acid in the apple and some other fruits 
is greatly beneficial in certain disorders, and in keeping the sys- 
tem in good health, and that one part of a chicken as food is of 
more benefit to one patient, and another part to some patient af- 
flicted with a different disease, and scores of similar discrimina- 
tions that might be mentioned in the chemical philosophy of rem- 
edies, without which, as some of the profession have pertinently 
said, the practice of medicine would be “a mere gamble for hu- 
man life.” 

Modern thought in medicine is refuting the old idea that disease 
is the consequence of life. Sanitary science now boldly asserts 
that man is born to health and longevity—that disease is abnormal, 
and death, except from old age, is accidental, and that both are 
preventable by human agencies. 

As men and women intelligently learn that humanity is respon- 
sible for much of its own sickness and premature death, it will not 
seem to be extreme, as it has been said by one, that the time is 
coming when individuals and communities will consider it a dis- 
grace to be sick. 

The lamented Dr. Samuel Gross, the father of American Sur- 
gery, said to the young men of America, that the great question 
of the day was not this or that operation which had reflected so 
much glory on American medicine, but that it was preventive 
medicine, the hygiene of our persons, our fami.ies, our dwellings 
and our streets, in a word, our surroundings, whatever or wher- 
ever they may be, in city, town, hamlet or country, and the people 
must be roused upon this subject. 

It is the intelligent and humane physician, whether young or, 
old, who must awaken the people to this fact, and teach them that 
the physical, moral and mental development of individuals, fami- 
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lies, communities, and even the nation itselt, is involved in this 
great and momentous question. 

It has been well said in high medical circles, that the services of 
the noble and unselfish physician as a Sanitarian, will be in still 
increasing demand for generations to come, and the sooner physi- 
cians adjust their ministrations and fees to that demand, the better 
it will be for themselves and their patrons, and the prospects of 
humanity will perceptibly brighten. 

I wish I had time to enlarge upon thisidea. It is an exalting 
spectacle to mentally contemplate the great God of the universe, 
who never desires to destroy, but always to save, sitting upon His 
imperial throne, and with His own gracious omnipotent hand 
reaching down from the skies, unrolls before us the map of Na- 
ture’s world-wide kingdom, and invites sanitary science to brave- 
ly search for, and reveal its hidden mysteries—to find there the 
true elixir of life, and holding it to the lips of the people, bid 
them drink and live to more than threescore years and ten in 
health and happiness, and vigor of both body and mind. 

To be fitted for such a profession as yours is destined to be, your 
efforts should be made, and your character molded to this end. 
Never think you know enough in your pro’‘ession. 

Some writer has said that “ambition is always humble when it 
is about to climb.” The more a man knows about his business, 
the more he will see there is to learn, and if he is ‘worthy of this 
honorable vocation he will be ever aspiring after the loftiest pos- 
sible altitude. As you toil and strive for this, hold fast to integri- 
ty of princip'e and purpose, be brave and hopeful, and have con- 
fidence in your noble aims and own capacity. A man must have 
faith in both his possibility and responsibility. Have a high esti- 
mate of personal character in yourselves and others.. Just and 
cordial appreciation of every noble man you know, will adda 
lustre to your own nobility of soul. No man is ever better than 
he deserves to be--you will therefore choose your associates. and 
your exemplar from just such men as you wish to copy in your 
own life and character. Do not make the mistake of supposing 
your course and character are right because you may be com- 
mended by men whom you do not, and cannot wholly respect and 
honor. It is better to have the frowns of an enemy than the ap- 
proval of this kind of a friend. While you may respect the posi- 
tion itself a map has gained by objectionable methods, you can- 
not in conscience honor him who holds it unworthily. 

King Solomon’s death-bed injunction to his princely son David 
comprises the whole--“ Be a raan.” Grasp that one word in all 
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jts wide and exalted significance. Make it the polar star of your 
ambition, and under God, you will find its fruition, and bless the 
world as you will be blessed by heaven. 

My young brethren I bid you God speed in your noble mission 
of ministering to the suffering ones of earth. Be true to your- 
selves and your profession—be true to your own and your father’s 
and mother’s God, and may Heaven’s richest blessings be yours 
through life. 

Its sad to bid you good-bye, but my heart-felt interest 


will follow wherever you go, and I pray vou to live so that when 
this earthly life is over with us all, we will greet each other in 
that “ beautiful land” where farewells are never spoken, and we 
will find life indeed for evermore. 





Collinsonia Canadensis.—A writer in Electric Medical 
Journal says--Collinsonia has a marked action upon the 
lett side of the heart, relieving irritation and increasing the power 
and regularity of contraction. In mitral regurgitation and in the 
cough of heart disease, the remedy has proven efficacious. Here 
the indications for its use are found i in flatulency, palpitation and 
indigestion. 

In disease of the stomach marked by debility of the nutritive 
functions, it acts with certainty. Under its influence the flow of 
gastric juice is increased, and the peristaltic action of the stomach 
is improved. When fresh and green, even small doses of the root 
will cause emesis. 

Perhaps the most noticeable action of the remedy is that which 
is manifested upon the mucous membrane of the throat, as a rem- 
dy for follicular pharyngitis, chronic laryngitis, and chronic bron- 
chitis. In these cases we prescribe :-- 


R. Tincture Collinsonsia C. (Sp.) oe" 
I IN ido ih. cae ae nies os deena Kew eee. 3 iij. M. 
S. One teaspoonful every three or four hours. 


The patient will often remark that he can feel the medicine act di- 
rectly upon the diseased part. In these cases the feeling of dry- 
ness of the membranes is as readily relieved by Collinsonia as is 
the backache of fevers by Macrotys. Given a dry, harsh mucous 
membrane, with engorged capillaries, and Collinsonia, in the prop- 
er doses, will act specifically to relieve the condition. The dry, 
harsh, engorged membrane is a certain indication of the remedy. 

Collinsonia passes from the blood through the kidneys, exerting 
upon them its tonic action, and this action is manifested upon the 
whole urinary tract. As a remedy for calculous deposits it is most 
valuable, preventing the tendency to the formation of calculi, and 
expediting the removal of such as have already formed. Under 
its influence the secretion from the kidneys is increesed, and drop- 
sical fluids are removed. Inchronic catarrh of the bladder, and 
in leucorrhea, Collinsonia is of value. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


The Treatment of Intermittent Fever. —Robert C. Kenner, 
A. M., M. D., in American Practitioner and News, says: The 
treatment of intermittent fever calls for remedies directed to the 
relief of the issues of the paroxysm it-elf, and the prevention 
of future attacks. 

Sternberg says: “ The sensations of the patient during the cold 
stage seem to turnish an indication for the treatment.” He ad- 
vises against the piling on of excessive bed-clothing, and says. 
truly, patients should be lightly covered, and only sufficiently to 
protect from draughts. Hot bottles should be applied to the feet 
and warm irons laid against the spine. Very little water or other 
fluids should be allowed in this stage. Even warm drinks, recom- 
mended by some authors, have often proved harmful in my hands 
by exciting and vomiting soon after being swallowed, or later on 
in the paroxysm. Besides these measures I administer a full dose 
of opium by the mouth or hypodermically. When we find our 
patient in the cold stage of the fever, which is more protracted or 
severe than the former paroxysms, dependence should be placed 
in chloroform in preference to opium. I rarely use it, however, 
when the paroxysm is light, but reserve it for those cases which 
border on the pernicious forms of this fever. I usually adminis- 
ter it in doses of onedramin emulsion. Even when the cold stage 
has advanced considerably, the abortive energies of chloroform 
generally display themselves. If a single dose fail, I have nohes- . 
itancy in repeating it in forty minutes. The second dose usually 
succeeds in producing sleep. 

Treatment of the hot stage is very often imperative. It. is fre- 
quently complicated with excessive gastric irritability, more or less 
cerebral congestion, delirium, etc. The febrile action often runs 
to a dangerous point, and this will demand treatment. For the 
protracted vomiting which often occurs, oxalate of cerium was in 
a great many cases successful ; I order in five-grain doses repeated 
hourly. When this alone fails I order cracked ice as an adjuvant. 
Yet there often occur cases in practice which will not yield readi- 
ly to any treatment. These are sometimes cured by hydrarg: 
chlo. mit., in doses of one-half grain, repeated hourly or every 
half hour. When this fails I use dry cups, applied over the epigas- 
trium, and give hypodermic injections of morphia, and generally 
this troublesome symptom subsides. For the headache and threat- 
ened or incipient cerebral hyperemia, I order bromide of potassi- 
um in doses of from thirty grains to one dram, repeated it neces- 
sary in four hours. It is advantageous as soon as there is any 
headache, to apply cloths wet with cold water to the head. When 
the temperature is very high, abve 107° F., the cold bath is indica- 
ted, and should be used. 

The means of preventing future paroxyms.—tIodine in some 
cases is probably of value. Sternberg and other good observers 
have found its field of usefulness quite small. My own use of this 
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agent has been attended with results that are against the antiperi- 
odic virtues it is alleged to possess. I do not consider it a remedy 
that can be trusted. 

The use of nitric acid, given three times daily in doses of ten 
drops diluted properly has, in the hands of Prof. W. A. Ham- 
mond, been followed with results that would recommend a 
more extended trial of this remedy. 

Arsenic has long had a reputation in the treatment of this fever. 
It is often claimed that it is the most reliable agent when quinine 
fails. 

It cannot be reasonably doubted that a decoction of lemons will 
cure a certain percentage cf cases of intermittent fever. It is re- 
commended by Maglieri, that an entire fresh lemon be cut in slices 
and put into an earthen vessel with eighteen ounces of distilled 
water and boiled for two or three hours, till sixteen ounces remain. 
After standing all night this is strained and given to the patient, 
who is to swallow it at several guips. It is insisted that this be 
continued for ten or fifteen days. 


Piperine exerts a curative influence in some cases. There is 
reason to believe it is of use in that form which is thought to be a 
habit. It produces a stimulating influence which is agreeable, and 
may be used in some cases of this type with confidence 


I have used Cornus florida with an encouraging degree of suc- 
cess. It long ago had a reputation in the treatment of intermit- 
tent fever, but was, as many other remedies have been, almost 
abandoned. In four cases where quinine, on account of idiosyncra- 
sy, was inadmissable, I prescribed it in doses of one dram of the 
fluid extract, to be given for five hours before the expected parox- 
ysm, or one dram every hour until four doses had been taken. 


According to several observers eucalyptus is a remedy of merit. 
Hertz regards it as a “ cheap substitute for quinine.’”’ It seems to 
me to be more a tonic than any thing else, and it has been used in 
the mild or adit type of intermittent fever more than anywhere 
else. 

Phosphorus has been used by a provincial Russian practitioner 
with an encouraging degree of success. 

James Currie first introduced water into the treatment of this 
and other fevers. Its field of usefulness is now pretty well un- 
derstood. Itis useful when the fever is the hadit type. I order 
the patients to take a cold shower bath an hour before the expec- 
ted paroxysm. These baths should be followed with rubbing, and 
ought to be taken daily for two weeks. 


The picrate of ammonia has recently been introduced by Dr. 
Martyn Clark, of India, who reported the results of his use of 
the drug to the London Lancet. In the last four years Dr. Clark 
has treated ten thousand cases with the “ happiest results.” Rel- 
ative to the method of administration Dr. Clark says: “I usually 
-give it in doses of from one-eighth of a grain to a grain and a half 
four or five times a day, in pill. Half a grain is a fair average 
dose. This given, the result is soon visible. 

There is little reason to expect much trom carbolic acid. Re- 
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ports placing its antiperiodic properties in a bright light are not 
to be taken to mean always what they say. 

Salicylic acid has also proved worthless in this disease in my 
hands. Coffee is another article one comes across in the literature 
of intermittent fever. Prefessor Paili, of Milan, found the sul- 
phite of magnesia to be of value in the treatment of this disease. 
The late Professor Flint found it, after a thorough trial, wanting, 
and other observers have had like experience 

In colocynth we have a remedy suitable in cases attended with 
marked biliousness. 

The remedy which justly claims at the hands of the profession 
more esteem, and having the widest range of usefulness, beyond 
question is quinine and the other alkaloids of the cinchona 
barks. 

Salicin I have never used to any extent, and the evidence of its 
value in this disease is of a doubtful nature. So, also, are we to re. 
gard gelsemium and many other drugs. They possess possibly 
some feeble antiperiodic powers or exert their curative energies by 
action on the nervous system. 


Bi-Borate of Ammonium in Uric Acid Calculi.—Dr. J. R. 
Crittenden, Unionvil.e, Va., in Virginia Medical Monthly, says: 
The treatment of paroxysm of ‘renal colic” is suffciently plain, 
and need not be here recapitulated. But the preventive of these 
paroxysms is a matter which has puzzled the master minds of the 
medical profession from time immemorial. 

It is almost useless for me to say that without a chemical exam- 
ination of the urine—the sediment, and particularly the little 
calculi—the treatment will be a mere matter of guess-work. There 
are cases of renal colic dependent upon uric acid calculi, recurring 
several times a day, once in two or three days, once a week, once 
a month, etc. I find the bi-borate of ammonium to be a drug 
possessing a peculiar influence over the calculi in question. 

In patients who have these attacks of renal colic every day, I 
prescribe 20-grain doses of ammonium bi-borate every two hours 
until a free passage of urine takes place; then every four hours 
until all feeling passes away; then I[ decrease to 15-grain doses 
three times a day before meals in a glass of flaxseed tea, and so 
continue for several months—discontinuing it for a day . r two at 
a time every two weeks. In cases in which the paroxysms recur 
once a week, I pursue the same plan of treatment. 

Now, if these paroxysms recur once a month, I give 15 grains 
befcre each meal for two or three months at a time. I find it a 
good plan, when we give it tor a length of time, to combine with 
_ it lithiated extract hydrangea in teaspoonful doses. I will append 

two cases: 

1. Mr. A., age 52; suffered with attacks of renal colic once or 
twice a month. 1| gave him: 


R. Bi-borate of ammonium...... 
Water 


M. S.—Take one teaspoonful before each meal in flaxseed tea. 
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I continued this line of treatment for two months with perfect 
relief. 

2. Mrs. W., age 43; suffered intensely with renal colic. I pro- 
cured a sample of her urine and tested it, and found it contained 
a number of small uric acid calculi. I gave her of a solution like 
the above, 1 tablespoonful every two hours until she was entirely 
relieved. I then gave her 15 grains every four hours for a week, 
followed by the following: 


R. Bi-borate of ammonium... 
Lithiated ext. hydrangea 


M. S.—Take one teaspoonful just before each meal in flaxseed 


tea. 
I continued this line of treatment for two months with gratify- 


ing results and perfect relief. 
I always find the solution to be best when made fresh. 


Treatment of Sciatica.—Dr. Metcalf, of New York, says 
that no prescription for sciatica has ever equalled in efficacy the 
following: 

R. Tinct. aconit. rad 

Tinct. colchic. sem 
Tinct. belladonna 


M. Sig.—Dose, 6 drops every six hours. 
He also uses triturate tablets, each containing 3 drops of the fol- 
lowing: 
R. Tincture of aconite root 
Tincture of seeds of colchicum 


Dose, 1 every four or eight hours.—Zastern Medi. Fournail. 


Coca.—Coca, the chief alkaloid of which (cocaine? has recently 
proven to be of so much value as a local anesthetic, should not 
be confounded with coca, the plant frem which chocolate is de- 
rived, and which is an entirely different plant. 

Coca is a shrub, native of South America, especially Peru, 
Bolivia, and adjoining states, where it grows wild, and is also largely 
cultivated on extensive plantations. It is propagated from the 
seed, and grows to a height of from four to six feet, has a leaf 
similar to the tea leaf, begins to yield’ within two years, and con- 
tinues productive many years. The leaves are the part used; they 
are stripped from the branches several times a year, and after 
careful drying in the sun, are packed in bundles for future use.— 
Fournal of Materia Medica. 


Guacal.—Guacial is an active agent of creasote. Sabi believes 
it to be more efficient than creasote, and less likely to be impure. 
The dose is } to $a drop. 
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Therapeutics of Neuralgia of the Head.—Euienburg em- 
phasizes the great value of massage in the various neuralgic affec- 
tions of the head. The affected parts are both to be beaten 
rapidly (tapotement) and to be gently stroked (effleurage). Be- 
sides, even if the seat of the affection be in the forehead, the 
occipital region is to be likewise treated. Etilogical factors, such 
as obesity or heart disease, are to receive due attention. Internally 
antipyrin, in 15 grain doses, is the most efficient remedy. Galvan- 
ization is often useful.— Fx. 


The Value of Acetanilid in Enteric Fever.--During the 
present autumn I have treated in private practice thirteen cases 
of enteric fever after the following general plan of treatment, with 
some slight variations to suit individual cases. When seen during 
the first few days of the disease, a sharp mercurial parge was in- 
duced, and afterward, when necessary, the frequency of the mo- 
tions was regulated by the administration of opium. This, how- 
ever, was rarely the case, as in the majority of the cases of enteric 
fever met with here the diarrhea does not often become so aggra- 
vated as to demand treatment specially directed to it. If not seen 
early, the mercurial was omitted. From the establishing of the 
diagnosis until the subsidence of the fever, quinine was given in 
two grain doses every four hours. Antifebrin was given as fol- 
lows : in eight cases, two grain doses were administered at 1 p m. 
and again at5 p.m. In two of these cases it was found necessa- 
ty to give another two grain dose atg p. m. In three cases the 
antifebrin was given in one and a halt grain doses at 1 p. m. and at 
5 p.m; and in one ot them the same amount was given atg p.m., 
One of the two remaining cases had three grain doses at 1 p. m., 
and at 5 p. m.; the other received two one grain doses per day at I 
p- m., and at 5 p.m. In about one-half of the cases cold spong- 
ing was resorted to from three to six times a day. 

The highest point of febrile range reached in the evening exac- 
erbation of any of the cases, was 106.2° F.; the lowest 103°5° F.; 
the average temperature in the evening exacerbation of the cases 
was 104.4° F. This observation was made in each case on a day 
at the close of the second week, when the disease was at its 
height ; the antifebrin being suspended one day for this special 
purpose. 

All of the cases made good recover es ; the average duration of 
the fever was twenty-two days. The patients were all young per- 
sons, ranging in age from fifteen to thirty-seven years ; eight were 
males and five were females. In none of the cases were the slight- 
est evil effects observed to follow the use of the acetanilid, save in 
a single instance where the patient complained of a slight degree 
of chilliness coming on soon after the drug was taken. In this 
case after reducing the dose trom two grains to half that amount 
the temperature was satisfactorily reduced and the chilliness was 
not experienced. In every case the use of the drug in the doses 
indicated above invariably wrought a reduction in the temperature 
of from 1.8° F. to 3.4° F. 

Per contra, I found that, regarding the cardiac condition, less 
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need for the use of alcoholics arose during the progress of the dis- 
ease than in cases treated after the most approved methods of a 
year or two past. In addition to this the degree of inuscular pros- 
tration and exhaustion was not so marked as I have noticed when 
pursuing the methods of treatment recommended in our standard 
text books. These results are, of course, readily explained by the 
efficient action of the acetanilid in lowering the temperature, 
thereby lessening the tendency to, and the amount of. granular 
degeneration of the muscular tissues very much more than in 
cases treated by the older methods, under which the febrile range 
could not be so readily controlled. 

In conclusion the following advantages may, I think, be claim- 
ed with justice for antifebrin over all other antipyretics in the man- 
agement of the hyperpyrexia of enteric fever. 

1. The size of the dose is small, and from the bland and unirrita- 
ting character of the drug is easy of administration and not liable 
to produce gastric irritation. 

2. The happy effects of the drug in reducing hypernormal tem- 
perature and in rendering the patient more comfortable by its 
soothing effects on the erethitic state of the nervous system ac- 
companying febrile processes. 

3. The absolute safety of acetanilid when used in medicinal 
doses. This conclusion may at present be called into question, 
but I am fully convinced that, when we cease to give our patients 
toxic doses of the drug cases of collapse and cardiac failure wilh 
cease to be observed——-Dr. Way in Medical News. 


Pleuritis.—In a discussion on pleuritis in Marion Cuunty Med- 
ical Society, Dr. Ferguson said (/udiana Medical Journal): 

In the treatment of acute pleuritis, thoracentesis is not done as 
frequently as it should be, and the result is that many cases are 
badly cured and subsequently die of empyema, or remain perma- 
nent invalids. 

In thoracentesis four important points are to be considered: 

1. When should we perform the operation? 

2. At what point in the thoracic wall should we make the 
puncture? 

3. How should the operation be performed? 

4. How much fluid should be withdrawn? 

in general the sooner the operation is performed after effusion 
has taken place the better. It is not necessary to wait till there is 
a large quantity of effused fluid, nor until there is great embarrass- 
ment in the respiration. The operation can easily be pe:formed 
with a trocar and canula, with a rubber tube attachment, one end 
of which should be immersed in a basin of carbolized water. In 
this way the fluid can be withdrawn without the admission of air 
into the pleural cavity. Many authors recommend that the punct- 
ure should be made between the fifth and sixth ribs on the left side, 
and between the fourth and fifth on the right side; but I puncture 
posteriorly at the most dependent portion of the effused fluid, viz., 
between the ninth and tenth ribs It is not necessary to withdraw 
all the fluid, a- it is well known that when a small quantity only 
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is withdrawn. absorption is at once set up and goes on rapidly. 
The majority of cases of acute pleuritis, if seen at the commence- 
ment, can be aborted with a fly blister, opium and aconite. 

Dr. J. H. Woodburn: We do not have as many cases of pleuri- 
tis now as in former years, for the reason that we have better 
houses, better food, and warmer clothing. In the early days we 
had what the authors described as bilious pleurisy, for which we 
used calomel freely. In acute pleuritis we used the lancet freely, 
followed by opium, and seldom failed to abort the disease. I 
would use blisters in the first stage, and believe that a little judi- 
cious blood-letting would still be a good remedy, although it is. 
now out of fashion. 

Dr. T. B. Harvey: If I see a case of acute pleurisy early in the 
first stage I can usually abort it with a hypodermic of morphine. 
As an arterial sedative I prefer aconite. Turpentine stupes are 
valuable local applications Aspiration is not necessary in all 
cases. Whe. aspirating, the patient should be placed in the sitting 
posture, and the puncture made at the most dependent portion of 
the fluid. I would not blister in the early stages of the di-ease. 
Later, blisters promote absorption 

Dr. G. J. Cook: Many cases can be aborted by counter irrita- 
tion at the beginning of the attack. That pleuritis is a very com- 
mon disease can be demonstrated in any dissecting-room. In m 
experience as demonstrator of anatomy, the majority of subjects 
were found to have old pleuritic adhesions. 

Dr. J. H. Oliver: Had no faith in blisters. If he used them at 
all, he would apply them to the bottom of the feet to keep the 
patient in bed. 

Dr. Blitz: Had seen cases aborted by staying the chest with 
adhesive plaster and the administration of morphia. 


How to Preserve Ligatures.—Prof. S. W. Gross condemns 
the use of carbolized oil for preserving catgut ligatures, as it forms 
anidus for germs. Ten per cent. carbolized water doses the 
same thing unless changed every two weeks. He recommends. 
the rollowing way to preserve them: Take the animal ligature, 
prepare a I to 5 aqueous solution of chromic acid: 


Add one ounce of the above solution to five ounces of glyce- 
rine, place the ligatures in this solution, and leave them there for 
one week ; then take them out of this solution and hang them up 
until they are perfectly dry. Placed in the following solution they 
will keep until reeded : 


Alcohol.... 
Glycerin 
Acid. carbolic 


M. 
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If thrown into a 1-1000 solution of corrosive sublimate a few 
minutes before using, they will become soft and pliable-—College 
and Clinical Record, February 1888. 


Ergot in Obstetric Cases.—A writer in Medical Brief says : 
I have been a colaborer in the healing art for thirty-one years, and. 
with a liberal share of obstetrical practice, think 1 have learned a 
few facts. In all my practice, I have only found it necessary to 
resort to the forceps three times, and my process of action is, as a 
rule, that when I tind the os dilated to the size of a half dollar, 
and the os soft and yielding, with irregular pains, showing a dis- 
position to linger or become tedious, I never hesitate to adminis- 
ter ergot with the most satisfactory results. My plan is as follows: 
I have about three ounces of black-pepper or ginger tea prepar- 
ed, and to this tea I add a large teaspoonful of the freshly pre- 
pared fl..id extract of ergot, then the patient is required to take 
this mixture in three equal portions, a half hour between each 
dose. And ina large per cent. of the cases, labor will be com- 
pleted in two honrs from the administration of the first dose of tea 
and ergot, and a tonic condition of the womb has followed in 
three fourths of the cases that have come under my observation, 
as speedily as could be expected after the organ had undergone 
so terrible a change as it does in so short a time ; one hour distend- 
ed almost to its greatest capacity, and the next hour reduced to 
almost a normal size when unimpregnated. I have as yet to see 
the first evil result from the administration of ergot, when given 
as above directed. 

The question might then be asked why give it in connection 
with the pepper or ginger tea? My answer is: I have found by 
long years of experience, that both pepper and ginger are prompt 
agents in arresting what are known as false or spurious pains. I 
employ ergot in small doses, where miscarriage is threatened, with 
satisfactory results. Therefore, I do not know how ergot acts in 
other doctors’ hands, nor do I know what their plan of adminis- 
tering the drug is. I only know how I use it, and also what it 
has done when thus used. I would be very loth to give it up in 
obstetric practice. 


Toxic Effects of Iodoform. Cutaneous and Systemic.—Dr. 
R. W. Taylor, Surgeon to the Charity Hospital, New York, read 
a paper on this subject before the American Dermatolagical Asso- 
ciation, at its eleventh annual meeting. The following is a suu.- 
mary of his conclusions : 

A. Jts use as indicated: 1. On fresh wounds. 2. On dis- 
eased surfaces—gangrenous, chancroidal, phagedenic, syphilitic, 
tuberculous—and on those slow to take onhealthy granulation. 3. 
On the surface of necrosed bone. 

B. Its use ts contra-indicated: 1. On freshly cut bone. 2. 
On granulating surfaces. 3. In cases in which it is known or is 
found to produce toxic effects. 

C. Modes of use: 1. It should be dusted on the surface light- 
ly and sparingly. 2. In wounded cavities or in the natural cavities 
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as small a quantity as possible should be employed ; in the former 
it is preferable to use it in the form of gauze. 3 It should never 
be rubbed in with the finger. 4. Its application should be renew- 
ed as frequently as possible. 5. Such aids to absorption as tight- 
4 fitting bandages and impermeable dressings shou'd not be used. 

. £ts use shonld be discontinued as soon as healthy granulations 
appear.. 7 It should not be used coincidently with other antisep- 
tics, carbolic acid especially (Mcsetig-Moorhot). 8. It shold be 
used with great caution in the young and the old; in anemic and 
neurotic persons, and those suffering from weak heart or Bright’s 
disease. Should toxic symptoms appear, the dressing must be 
promptly and thoroughly removed.-New York Medical Fournal. 


Ergct and Acetic Acid in Post-partum Hemorrhrge.— 
John A. Francis reports the following in the British Medical 
Fournal, February 11th: It must have occurred to every one 
with a few years’ experience in practica midwifery to have en- 
countered cases of zzertia uteri after delivery. The labor may 
have been normally rapid and strong, and the placenta and mem- 
bra es discharged entire after the usual interval, leaving a firmly 
contracted uterus ; but presently, notwithstanding the continued 
pressure of the hand, the uterus elonzates and acquires a _ feather- 
bed feel, and, refusing again to contract, hemorrhage results; or, 
the uterus may have been inert from the first, barely effecting de- 
livery, or requiring instrumental interference; and all this not- 
withstanding the previous administration of large doses ot ergot. 
In cases where the uterus contracts firmly at first, I take it to be a 
continuation of the routine of labor, and the uterus, finding no op- 
position and nothing to expel, relaxes instead of passing into a 
state of tonic contraction. I should like to insist on the value of 
a pasty or of a hectic complexion as a warning, and that an ac- 
celerated pulse, be it strong or weak, is an almost certain forerun- 
ner of hemorrhage. 

The liquid extract of ergot is very unreliable in these cases, and 
] have been grievously disappointed with preparations of ergot 
and ammonia in several instances. I have been equally pleased at 
the quick action of vinegar given after ergot has failed, especially 
when followed by brandy or ether. Having experimentally given 
a wineglassful of vinegar several times. without ergot, [ have 
found little benefit to result. Arguing by analogy, 1 made the 
following mixture : 


R. Liq. ergot 
Acid. acetic. concent 


This should be put into a three-ounce bottle, well corked, and 
shaken thoroughly. I administer, of this mixture, three tea- 
spoonfuls in a wineglassful of water, and, having used it for a 
considerable time, I am delighted with its efficacy in causing con- 
traction and giving a refreshing sleep atter a short interval, with 
little or no complaint of after-pains. I combine this with the good 
old-fashioned pincushion pad wrapped round, with a napkin. I 





SouUTHERN MEDICAL REcorpD. 


look upon the ordinary binder, with or without the two or three 
napkins usually oftered by the nurse when a pad is asked for, as 
a delusion and a snare. With the lower edge well below the hips 
(where it ought to be to keep it from slipping up), the direct 
pressure on the uterus is almost 2/, and it serves merely to hinder 
the pressure of the hand in manipulating the uterus—AMedical 
Register. 


The Pupil as a Guide in the Administration of Chloro- 
form.--1. The effect produced by chloroform on the pupil is at 
first dilatation. varying in degree and duration, then contraction as 
the narcosis becomes profound, and dilatation again when the sen- 
sibility is returning. If the administration be still continued, with 
the pupil strongly contracted and motionless, the pupil will also 
dilate, but ia this case more suddenly and completely, and will be 
coincid-nt with a state from which it will be defficult or impossi- 
ble to resuscitate the patient. This latter is the dilatation ot as- 
phyxia. 

2 So long as the pupil dilates in response to excitation by 
pinching, etc., the patient is not sufficiently narcotized for the oper- 
ation to be proceeded with, unless the latter is slight and does not 
require complete anesthesia. 

3. When the pupil becomes strongly contracted and immobile, 
no more chloroform should be given until it begins to dilate again. 
If, then, further anesthesia be required, a little more chloroform 
should be given till pupil again contracts. 

4. The occurence of. sickness causes dilatation similar to, but 
more sudden than that which happens when sensibility is return- 
ing, and the efforts of vomiting have the efiect of arousing pa- 
tients. 

The watching of the respiration and the pulse, which are 
doubtless the best indications of the effect produced on the indi- 
vidual by chloroform, and therefore of vital importance for safe 
administration, does not in many cases furnish evidence of the 
state of sensibilitv, in regard to which he holds the observation of 
the pupil tu be of greatest assistance. The sign most usually re- 
lied on, namely, the insensibility of the conjunctiva, is by no 
means a satisfactory test, for in many cases conjunctival anesthe- 
sia is established long before the patient can be said to be under 
the influence of the drug. By observing the pupil, the ad- 
ministrator of chloroform can tell at once when the effect of the 
drug is on the wane, because the pupil then begins to dilate slow- 
ly. Noticing this, he car, by the admini tration of a few drops 
more chloroform till the pupil contracts again, prevent the occur- 
rence of struggling and interruption of rhe operation. In this 
way he can keep the patient in the state most suitable for the sat- 
isfactory performance of the operation without narcotizing him 
more than is necessary.— Dr. Nelson in British Medical Fournal. 


Saccharin.—From half a grain to a grain anda half of saccha- 
rin will sweeten a cup of tea or coffee. Small saccharin tablets, 
indeed, have been prepared for this purpose, and these are now 





















SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 147 


being supplied, it is said, tothe German army ; for in a small bot- 
tle of scarcely appreciable weight a soldier can carry enough sac- 
charin for a week’s supply. 

There is a wide field for the application of saccharin to the pro- 
duction of sweetmeats and preserves, and in disguising the taste 
of bitter and nauseous preparations, as well as in preserving the 
properties of others. But it must always be carefully borne in 
mind that saccharin is to be regarded as a condiment, and not as. 
a food like sugar, and can, therefore, replace sugar only in excep- 
tional cases. 


Quinine in Gonorrhae.—Dr. Ledetsch has for three years. 
used injections of quinine in gonorrhea, with brilliant results. 
The bisulphate one per cent., with glycerine twenty-five, and wa- 
ter seventy-five, was employed, at first three times daily, then 
twice, and later only once. A slight burning sensation was pro- 
duced. By this treatment several chronic cases were cured in a 
few days. 

|The editor has combined quinine with the hot water treatment, 
thirtv grains to the half gallon, with good results. We are not 
tied to the use of ast-ingents for urethral injections ; indeed, anti- 
septic injections are displacing them.—a. w. B.]|—Jndiana Medi- 
cal Fournal. 


The Bichloride of Mercury in the Treatment of External 
Diseases of the Eye.—Dr. Alt in American Fournal Ophthal. 
—The probability that all diseases of the conjunctiva and lids are 
due to the action of microbes is very great. Numerous pathoge- 
nic (and, as far as known, nonpathogenic) microbes may be found. 
even in the healthy conjunctival sac. In common with others I 
have, therefore, for a prolonged period tried to find out which of 
the many germicides now in use and generally approved would 
be the most suitable in the treatment of the diseases of the lids. 
and conjuctiva. I preter the bichloride of mercury. The strength 
in which I have been in the habit of using for over a year varies 
from one part in 2500 to one part in 5000 (or even in [0,000 in 
children). Sometimes I found that in cases in which I wanted to 
use the first named solution, I had to dilute it on account of the se- 
vere pain it caused. It is a strange fact that. while most people 
declare the instillation of a 1 in 2500 solution produces no more 
disagreeable feeling than a drop of water would cause, others 
(luckily but few) complain of an excruciating pain following di- 
rectly upon the instillation. In these latter cases even a weaker 
solution is usually rather painful. 

In simple conjunctivitis, with hardly any discharge, but heat 
and dryness of the lids, especially in the evenings, where boracic 
acid seems to be useless, instillations of the bichloride of mercury 
solution morning and evening seem to act well without exception. 

In chronic catarrhal conjunctivitis its action is very agreeable to. 
most patients, and often no other remedy need be applied. 

In all Durulent forms of conjunctivitis, including the gonorrheal 
ones of the new born and adult, the frequent irrigation of the 
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conjunctival sac with a 1 in 2500 solution of the bichloride of 
mercury seems, in my experience, to be without arival. Although 
in some very severe cases I have thought best to apply the nitrate 
of silver for some days aside from the sublimate solution. The 
latter I had freely poured into the eyes every half hour, having 
besides iced compresses applied day and night. 

Ulcers of the cornea seem to do better when freely irrigated 
with the bichloride of mercury solution, especially after cauteriza- 
tion with pure carbolic acid. Iodotorm, so highly recommended 
by others, has never given me any satisfactory results. 





Novel Treatment of Hemorrhoids.—The Sacramento Medi- 
cal Times for January tells the following: “An amusing inci- 
dent occurred a short time since in one of the northern counties 
of the State, whereby a granger accidentally discovered an efficient 
remedy for protruding piles. It seems that ‘hog killing’ time was 
at hand, and the granger was busy cutting up and putting away 
his meat into salt. He had just prepared the mixture with a plen- 
tiful supply of black and cayenne pepper, which he had thorough- 
ly mixed together with his hands. Suffering badly from protrud- 
ing piles, he went into the house and adjusted the offending mem- 
bers without washing his hands. Scarcely had he done so before 
the cayenne pepper took vigorous hold of, the delicate parts, pro- 
ducing reflex contortions, which can be better imagined than de- 
scribed. He says, however, that the piles have not bothered him 
since, and he is prepared to bet. that it will prove an efficacious 
remedy for the worst cases, if the patient has only the temerity to 
try it.” . 


Typhoid Fever and Coffee.—Dr. H. S. Herr, Westfield, Ind., 
writes to the Yournal as follows: 

During the last six months there have been a number of ty- 
phoid fever cases in this neighborhood ; and in reviewing the cases 
in my own practice and of my neighboring physicians, I notice 
that nine-tenths of the persons attacked by the fever were those 
who rarely or never drank coffee. I would like to hear from the 
readers of your Yournal on this subject. I have looked upon this 
as a coincidence, as I do not think that coffee has any preventive 
qualities as against typhoid. But the fact that persons who drank 
coffee do not drink as much water as others, and the water in the 
coffee being boiled, all bacterial life would be destroyed, may ac- 
count for the coincidence. 


A New Remedy for Night-sweats.—Dr. Sampson Pope, in 
a communication to the Therapeutic Gazette calls the attention 
of the profession to an indigenous drug for the relief of night- 
sweats. Hesays: “The remedy is one indigeneous to the whole 
country ; it is therefore within the reach of us all; it is the cinque- 
foil, potentilla canadensis, calied by some botanists fotentilla sar- 
mentosa. 1 have stopped night-sweats with it when atropine fail- 
ed torelieve. It is pleasant to take; when drawn it has an agree- 
able odor much like table tea. The manner of preparation is to 
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pour boiling water on a handful of the vine, leaves and root. Let 
the patient drink ad libitum.” 

“T hope that the members of the profession will give it a fair 
trial, and report the results through the columns of your valuable 
journal.” 


Diphtheria.—Dr. J. J. Ashley writes in Medical Brief of rem- 
edies for diphtheria: I have one that I have used three years, 
and in many cases without the loss of one. The first case I used 
it in was a little girl. I found her bolstered up, her mouth open 
struggling for breath, throat swollen and closed, and the “ buck- 
skin”’ covering the whole throat, the nose having a full share 
The first teaspoonful of medicine, by the law of gravitation, ran 
down sides of mouth and I think some got down the ‘throat; at 
all events the child is here to-day. I have had them where it 
came out so as to cover the lower lip, extending into the head and 
nose so that the nostrils were connected with the exudation. And 
they are here to-day, and besides that likes the doctor for his suc- 
cess. Try the following and report the results through the Brief- 


NO. I. 
iy. ee TR Bik sink Scuba ence een ieeds 3 Ss, 
CBRNE FENG ice sivivcevess®  veicaws pweaaes 3 ss, 
re re ee eee 3 ij. 
M. Sig.: Dose, teaspoonful. 
NO. 2. 
Ds: I TE oi kaw dia BAG oh vere ORK 3 ij, 
Tinct. Belladonne...........0 id ddan mae vane Si. 
errr er rrr eer TT 3 ij. 


M. Sig.: Teaspoonful. 


I give a dose every hour when awake, first No, 1, then No. 2. 
Give them all the milk they will drink. When the nose is involv- 
ed I syringe with dil. bromochloralum. 

There is one thing about this ; you don’t frighten your patients, 
and they take it without compulsion. 


Intestinal Obst uction —Dr. J. Price exhibited a piece of 
large intestine which had been removed that day by Dr. Charles 
B. Penrose. ‘Lhe patient, a woman, nad not had a movement of 
the bowels for twenty-eight days, and there was enormus disten- 
sion. The constriction was easily found, on the right side of the 
uterus and posteriorly. The intestine was punctured, and a gal- 
lon or more of faces removed. The two ends of the gut were 
then united in half their circumference, and the other half was 
stiched to the abdominal opening, making an artificial anus. Dr. 
Agnew had seen the patient, and had recommended immediate 
operation. The woman was a patient of Dr Bernardy’s. She 
was now doing well. The speaker believed that Mr. Tait had 
first advised the preliminary puncture to relieve the distension in 
conditions that could not be delt with by resection. He had some 
letters from Dr. McMurtry, of Danville, Ky., who had been called 
to see a physician, twenty-six years old. On opening the abdo- 
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men, he found two perforating ulcers of the cecum with local per- 
itonitis He had trimed the edges of the ulcers, and closed them 
with Lembert sutures ; irrigation and drainage was used. On the 
fourth day the pulse was 92, the temperature was 99° F., and the 
patient had a complete evacuation of the bowels.—New York 


Medical Journal. 


Tincture Iodine in Persistent Vomiting During Labor.— 
Dr. W. Tl. Dodge, in the Medical Record for Dec. 24, advisgs for 
‘persistent vomiting after labor tincture iodine in five drop doses. 
He reports a case, and after having used lactopeptine, dilute hy- 
drocyanic acid, carbolic acid, sub. nit-bismuth, lime water, etc., 
etc., without relief, the administration of five drop doses of tinc- 
ture iodine gave immediate and permanent relief. He gives Dr. 
Eliot credit for the suggestion, who. in an article in the Quart. 
Comp. of Medical Sciences for October, gives a very good resume 
of the effect of this remedy, and gives quite a number of authori- 
ties either for or against the use of the tincture iodine internally, 
and reports one case where persistent vomiting during a tedious 
labor was checked as by magic by five drops of tincture iodine in 
a tablespoonful of sweetened water. He repeated the dose in 
thirty minutes to prevent a return of the vomiting'— 7exas Couri 
er- Record. 


Tar.—Some months ago the floors of many Austrian garrisons 
were painted with tar, and the results have proved so uniformly 
advantageous that the method is becoming greatly extended in its 
application. The collection of dust in cracks is thus prevented, 
and a consequent diminution in irritative diseases of the eye has 
been noted. Cleanliness of the rooms has been greatly facilitated, 
and parasites are almost completely excluded. The coating of tar 
is inexpensive, requires renewal but once a year, and presents but 
one disadvantage, namely, its somber color. 


Cocaine in Gonorrhea.—Of all the twisting, burning, lancina- 
ting pains which afflict mankind, that accompanying the act of 
micturition during the acute stage of a gonorrhea is perhaps the 
worst. A great point is gained if, in some simple way, this excess 
of pain can be obviated, and an injection of four per cent. solution 
of cocaine overcomes the difficulty almost completely. Before 
micturition, let the patient inject from half a dram to a dram, re- 
tain it for a few minutes, after which micturitition can be accom- 
plished painlessly —Medical Review. 


Effects of Tea.—Dr. Bullard, of Boston, has lately published 
some studies on the effects of tea. Among other things he poin's 
out the fact that the action of tea is cumulative, and its effects are 
first seen in the weak and ailing. The amount necessary to pro- 
duce toxic symptoms is rather under five cups of average strength 
daily. The symptoms of chronic tea poisoning are dyspepsia, pal- 
pitations, nervous and neuralgic affections. If the habit were at- 
tended to with onset of the dyspeptic symptoms graver results 
might be averted. ; 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


Warning Apparitions.—As to the question of fact involved 
in these stories, he says ; “It appears to me that the evidence re- 
garding the communication of impressions from mind to mind 
over great distances, in such sort that apparitions of distant per- 
sons dying or suffering seem to be seen by their friends or rela- 
tives, is too strong to be rejected by any conscientious student of 
facts.” He believes that science is no more justified in rejecting 
this evidence merely because no explanation is available thin as- 
tronomers would be justified in rejecting the observed facts that 
bodies influence other bodies from a distance, merely because. as 
Newton himself admitted, no one canexplain how matter can 
act where it isnot. Some communication, he says, there must be 
between sun and planet, between planet and satellite, and beyond 
each solar system between sun and sun and between galaxy and 
galaxy ; but no one has yet shown what that communication may 
be. In like manner, even the most cautious student of science 
may well believe that there may be some means of communication, 
under special conditions, between mind and mind at a distance, 
though no one may be able to explain how such communication 
is brought about—Medical and Surgical Reporter. 





Savagery in Boyhood.—Everv thing, we suppose, must be 
considered hereditary in the present age; even the tendency to 
wear cocked hats, or to throw cabbage-heads on hallow eve. At 
any rate, the Popular Science Monthly for October brings this 
doctrine to bear upon the phonomena of savagery in boyhood, as 
noticed in Science of October 7. The author explains that cruelty 
in children is the transmitted habit of ancestral savages, and ob- 
serves that “the emotion of pity appeared late in the history of 
the race.’ In the same connection we may mention the intense 
interest which children take in narratives of warfare: torturing 
animals is a less general incident. But the callousness of children 
in contemplating the horrors of war and its consequences has 
always been an interesting fact to us. However, is no other analy- 
sis of this possible than the supposition that our savage forefathers 
were cruel?-—Sczence. 


A Dental Matrix has been patented by Mr. John H. Reed, of 
Lancaster, Wis. It consists ot a hard metal yoke, with a screw, 
and a band of softer metal, to be attached to the yoke by tongues 
passing through apertures in the yoke, making a device for sup- 
porting the filling while being inserted in a cavity in a tooth, sup- 
plying the place of one or more of the natural walls of the tooth 
cavity.— Scientific American, 

An Australian mineral called maldonite has been found to con- 
sist of an alloy of gold and bismuth, containing sixty-four per cent. 
of the former metal. 
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The Influence of Forest upon Rainfall and Climate.— 
Aside from the beneficial influence of forests in the retention and 
saving ot the water which falls, may it not be that there is an ef- 
fect of the forest upon climatic extremes of heat and cold? This 
is well shown, I think, by the experience of western Michigan. 
During the early years of the settlement of the country, before the 
forests were destroved, all the delicate fruits of temperate climates 
were successfully grown. 

Since the forests are nearly gone, the tender varities of peaches 
can no longer be raised, except in a few favored localities, on ac- 
count of extreme winter cold ; and the heat of our summers has 
been of late years as extreme as the cold of our winters—H. D. 
Post in Science. 


The British Medical Fournal reports a case of leprosy which 
is beleived to have been contracted through vaccination. A phy- 
sician living in the tropics vaccinated his own son from virus ob- 
tained from a native child in whose family leprosy existed. At 
the time the virus was taken, the child gave no evidence of being 
affected with the disease, although subsequently it manifested 
itself in him. A third child was vaccinated by the physician with 
virus taken from his own son. Subsequently the son developed 
leprosy ina mild form ; -ut the child who was vaccinated with vi- 
rus taken from him had the disease in a most severe form, and 
died from it. The physician’s son is now attending school in Eng- 
land, eminent physicians having given the opinion that there is no 
danger that the othes will contract the discase. 


A New Gas.—Pudlic Opinion, February 11, 1888, states that a 
new gas has begs discovered in Germanny by Dr. Theodore Cur- 
tis, who has sucgeeded in preparing the long-sought hydride of 
nitrogen, amidogen, diamide, or hydrazine, as it is variously call- 
ed. This remarkable body, which has hitherto baffled all attempts 
at isolation, is now shown to bea gas perfectly stable up to a very 
high temperatuwe, of peculiar odor—differing from that of ammo- 
nia—exceedingly soluble in water, and of basic properties. In 
composition it is nearly identical with ammonia, both being com- 
pounds of nitrogen and hydrogen.—Medical and Surgical Re- 
porter. 


A Laryngoscope has been patented by Mr. Josef Leiter, of 
Vienna, Austria-Hungary. It has an electric lamp within a cylin- 
drical casing, and a reflector for throwing the rays into the cavi- 
ty to be examined and in line with the eye of the operator, with 
other novel features, making an improved surgical instrument for 
viewing interior parts of human and animal bodies.— Scientific 
American. 


Wrought-iron expands and contracts with a force of about 
two hundred pounds to the square inch for each degree Fahen- 
heit. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 


Glycerole for Pigmentary Spots on the Skin.—Dr. Unna 
prescribes the following : 


R. Oxide of bismuth 
Rice starch 


Simple glycerole 
Distilled rose- water, q. s. 
Put t.is mixture, by means of the forceps, on the pigmentary 


spots and let it dry. Bathe carefully before making the applica- 
tion.—Le Clinique. 


Diarrhea and Dysentery.—( Medical Brief.) 


R. Bismuth Sub. Nit 
Tinct. Capsici 
Kennedy's Ext. Pinus Can. (dark). 
Papine 
Syr. Zingiberia.. 
Aqua, add to make 


M. Sig.: Teaspoonful every hour till relieved. Shake well be- 
fore using. 


Delirium Tremens.—( Medical Bricf.) 


R. Tinct. Capsici 
Bromida 
Celerina 


M. Sig.: Teaspoonful, in water, as required, for wakefulness 
and excitement. 


Indigestion.— 


R. Pepsini (Jensen) 
Acidi Tartarici 
Glycerini 
Vini Xerici ad 


M. Sig.: Teaspoonful after each meal. 


Cough Mixture——A good one: 


R. Spiritus Etheris Nitrosi 
Vini Ipecac........sseeeeeeeseeees ind .reane 


* Sig.; Teaspoonful three or four times a day, 





154 SOUTHERN MEDICAL REcorRD. 


Cholera Morbus of Malaral Fever.—Prof. A. B. Palmer, 
Ann Arbor: 


R. Camphor gum 
Opium aagr. j, 
+ ii, 


M. 


Rub up into a very fine, impalpable powder. This should be 
dropped into a teaspoonful of water, and taken far back into the 
mouth, followed by a single, small swallow of water. Repeat in 
an hour if reliet does not follow.—/d. 


Syphilis in the Early Stages.—Prof. Ricord, Paris: 


R. Hydrarg. protoid gr. 4-4, 
cht ani NGrks RaxKaeA dae nads awe ve q. Ss. 


Ft. Pil. No. 1. Sig.—One thrice daily after meals.— Zé. 


A*New Treatment for Tape Worm.—I have had within 
the last three years several cases of tape worm to treat, and find- 
ing such strong objection to the large draught of medicines in 
ordinary use, I prescribed the following: 


R. Chloroform 
Ext. male fern 
Emul. ol. ricinni (50 per cent.)................ 3 iilj. 


Sig.—All to be taken at once after twenty four hours’ fast. 


In every case the medicine was well borne and the worm ex- 
pelled entire. In two cases I omitted the male fern and the result 
was the same as when the latter drug was in combination. My 
object in reporting this treatment is to induce others of the pro- 
fession to try the chloroform and report results. I claim for this 
agent a specific and rational action as an adjuvant in the expulsion 
of the worm. It anesthetizes or suspends vitality, and any active 
purge during anesthesia of the tenia is all that is necessary to ex- 
pel it. I earnestly ask those who have cases to try the chloroform, 
or chloroform and male fern, as above prescribed, and report 
results.—MMedical and Surgical Reporter. 


Fetid Bronchitis. — A case of extremely fetid bronchitis, 
which before treatment was expectorating one and one-half pints 
in twenty-four hours, was in a month’s time cured, so that only 
half an ounce was expectorated in the same length of time; the 
agent used was oil of sandal wood, and was prescribed by Prof. 
Da Costa, in 5 drop doses, to be taken three times daily; afterward 
increased to five times.—J0. 


Prof. Da Costa, in a case of folyuria, gave fluid extracts of 
ergot in halt drachm doses three times daily. The cause was 
traced to grief occurring some time previously.—/d. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


EDITORIAL BREVITIES. 

Catits.—Dr. T L. Lallerstedt, of Panola, Ga., and Dr. A. L. Barry, of 
Ringgold, Ga., called at our sanctum a few days ago. Dr. L. is devoted to 
gelsemium as the remedy par-excellence in many affections, while Dr. B. is 
equally strong in his advocacy of veratrum a superior even to gel- 
semium, Their controversy upon the comparative merits of these two drugs 
was decidedly animated and spicy. 


ProF. PoWELL’s charge to the Medical and Dental graduating classes at the 
Southern Medical College Commencement will be found interesting and pro- 
fitable reading matter in this number, containing both thought and sentiment— 
eloquently expressed. The moral as well as the intellectual training of st&idents 
is kept in view in this institution, It is indeed an excellent school in all ats de- 
partments, and may now be said to have safely emerged from its youthful or 
incipient stage into the full vigor of manhood and completeness. Ww. 


Cot. Nessit’s SPEECH.—The address of Col. Nesbit at the late commence- 
ment of the Southern Medical College will be found in the present number of 
our journal. It is an able address, and is worthy to be caretully read by every 
member of the profession as containing important information upon many pointe 
in which both the profession and the public are interested. Among the points 
worthy of note are the success and the growing arrogance of all species of 
quackery. The indifference of the law-making power and the public at large, 
especially in Georgia, to the claims of the profession ; the want of recognition, 
and the want of protection to the health of the people, etc. We cannot refer 
in detail to these and other very interesting facts brought out in this 
speech. The profession should read and ponder well this excellent address. 
Col. Nesbit’s eulogy upon the true physician, as illustrated by the soldier in 
one of the grandest battles of the late war, is the most eloquent and touching 
tribute to the medical fraternity that we have ever heard, and may well cause a 
blush of pride and pleasure to mantle the cheek of every true member of our 
noble profession. 

Col. Nesbit’s remarks on delivering the prizes were -eautiful, but are crowd- 
ed out of the present journal for want of space. 


Tue MEpICcAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA will meet in Rome on the third 
Wednesday in April, Let all go who can, and contribute by their presence to 
the number and to the social enjoyment of the occasion. And let every one 
who can write a creditable paper (and Georgia has many such) do so for that 
association. The object of these associations is two-fold—the one to promote 
the brotherhood, the other to advance the knowledge of the members. 


THe ARKANSAS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION convenes at Little Rock on the 
25th inst. It will constitute its 13th annual meeting. 
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THERE are 170 female physicians practicing in the city of New York. 


CHLOROFORM and ether are said to be antagonistic to cocaine, and should 
be inhaled in cases of poisoning by the latter. 


A NATIONAL DENTAL MuSEvM is now being discussed as among the prob- 
abilities of the early future. 


THE MissourI STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION meets at Kansas City on 
April 17th. <A very large attendance is expected. 


I. Puriuips, dealer in Surgical Instruments and physicians’ supplies, keeps 
everything that a doctor wants. He will be present, we learn, at the Medical 
Association of Georgia with an interesting outfit of surgical instruments. Call 
and see him. 


Doc Doctors.—There are doctors in New York who devote themselves to 
treating sick dogs and do a more profitable business than many who practice 
upon the genus homo, 


THE SAMPLE Copy MAN.— Medical journalists have ascertained that less than 
one-third of the doctors subscribe for medical journals. A majority, it is be- 
lieved, do not read the journals—while the fact that so many sample copies are 
called for without even the price of a single copy, has led to the belief that a 
considerable number get all their reading in that way; a one cent postal 
card serving to secure a copy of a journal worth 20 to 50c and postage paid. 
Of course no honorable man in the professivn will act in this way. 


Joun B. DANIEL’s Drug Store is just opposite the entrance to the Union 
Passenger Depot in Atlanta. When you enter the city to look around and 
make your purchases you wil! find this a good establishment and very conven- 
ient. Physicians’ supplies a specialty. A very large lot of surgical instru- 
ments on hand at exceedingly low figures. Orders for drugs or surgical instru- 
ments promptly and satisfactorily filled. 


ReEceIPTED—To January ist, 1888.—Drs, G. W. Boykin, J. N. Ryan, I. H. 
McMullan, T. R. Mitchell, W. B. Rushin, Lib. Surg. General, FE. Wheeler, 
Van B. Watson, Jno. H. Young, L. B. Bouchelle, J. E. Rodgers, C. S. Priest- 
ly, R. H. Edwards, J. T. Young, C. C. Hammond, W. W. Mahan, to June ; 
L. Allison, T, S. Fox, to November; B, F. Duke, to July; J. T. Sego, to 
April; W. T. Foute, G. L. Mills, to July ; N. B. Warren, R. C. McCann, J. 
M. Bosworth, D. S. Cheatham, W. M. Peacock, to March; E. A. Anderson» 
to July. 

To JANuARY 1889.—J. Dilworth, E. H. Parham, J. M. Bently, M. D. 
Miles. 

For 1886.—G. M. Luster. 


Jacoss’ PHARMACY.—This large establishment is located on Marietta, cor- 
ner of Peachtree street. They keep a large stock and sell at low prices. They 
are polite and active business men, and do a good deal of manufacturing. See 
their advertisement and price list an advertising page 10. 


Sanvers & Sons’ Evucatypri Extract (Kucalyptol).—Apply to Dr. 
Sarders, Dillon, Iowa, for gratis supplied reports on cures effected at the clinics 
of the Universities of Bonn and Griefswald. 
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A VIsIT TO THE ELEcTRIC SHAFT.—On the 16th ultimo, the editors of this 
journal visited, in company with a large number of physicians and others, the 
famous Electric Shaft, in the county of Talliaferro, near the Georgia Kailroad, 
about 65 miles above Augusta. 

The proprietors evinced their faith and confidence in the great health re- 
storing properties attributed to this shaft by inviting a large number of medi- 
cal men, embracing a number of chemists, professors and experts in the medi- 
cal profession, to examine the locality, to pronounce upon the virtues of the 
shaft, and say whether or not its healing properties are due to electricity or 
other causes. 

The editors of the Constitution, Col, E. P. Howell and Henry W. Grady, 
were with us as leaders of the excursion train, and well and truly did they do 
the civiltities of the occasion, making all feel easy, cheerful and comfortable. 

On arriving at Hillman, our party was met by a number of carriages and 
carried to a large, airy and comfortable hotel, situated upon a high hill, over- 
looking a wide extent of country and presenting a grand and magnificent view. 

The hotel and entire property, we learn, is now in charge of a chartered 
company, known as the ‘‘Georgia Electric Mound Improvement Co.” The 
hotel is well constructed and well furnished with all modern conveniences ; the 
dining room is capacious, the fare good, the proprietors attentive and courteous, 
sparing no pains to make their guests comfortable. 

The surroundings of the Health Resort are certainly fine, and are truthfully 
described in the following sketch handed us by the proprietors: “The high 
rolling country, the stately forests, the abundant supply of pure spring water, 
the absence of swamps or ponds, the red clay soil, the dry and bracing char- 
acter of the atmosphere, all indicate its freeness from malarial influence, and 
suggest its great advantages as a resort for pulmonary invalids. 

The scenery is as picturesque as is to be seen anywhere outside of a moun- 
tainous country, and the walks and drives are as good as can be found in a re- 
gion like this. 

“The historic towns of Washington and Crawfordsville are but a few miles 
distant. The former was the home of the late Robert Toombs, and is also in- 
vested with peculiar interest as being the town in which the Confederate 
States Cabinet held its last meeting—the house still stands in which that meet- 
ing was held. ‘The latter town was the home of the late Alexander H. 
Stephens, and the house, still standing, in which he lived is an object 
of interest to all strangers who tarry in its vicinity.” 

Touching the properties of the shaft, we are not able from so brief an exam- 
ination to speak positively. We could not detect in our own persons the elec- 
tric influence which many others claimed to feel. 

The “Electric Shaft” is a large excavation about 12x 50 feet, dug to the 
depth of about 14 feet in the north side of a large hiil. The perpendicular wall 
on the south side of the shaft is composed of a brownish colored rock contain- 
ing alum with iron, and perhaps other minerals. In this the electric property 
is said to exist. The excavation is divided into three compartments, furnished 
with comfortable seats. Mineral water is brought into these rooms from with- 
out by means of pipes. It has a chalybeate taste and is, we doubt not, a valua- 
ble water. 

While we and others of our crowd could not detect any electric influence, 
there were some who claimed to feel it perfectly—and there were but few of 
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the ladies w'o did not feel the influence. Jt was described by one intelligent 
lady who had been visiting it daily for some time, and had greatly improved 
in health, as coming in wave-like impulses. 

We have to confess our inability to say whether or not the influence claimed 
for this shaft is due to electricity or to other causes or forces. That many re- 
markable cures have resulted at this Health Resort there is abundant evidence 
in the testimony of many invalids who have found benefit by visiting the shaft 
and using the water. 

It is certainly a good place to pass the time agreeably and pleasantly, and we 
hesitate not to recommend to any who are in search of recreation or health to 
to visit the Electric Health Resort. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, MAY, 1888. 


Members of the Association will be pleased to learn that the organization of 
the Committee of Arrangements for the entertainment of the American Med- 
ical Association in Cincinnati in May, has been completed, and that long strides 
have been taken towards securing for the Congress scientific work of high or- 
der and socia) features that will be at least acceptable. Dr. W. W. Dawson, 
the Chairman of the Committee, has associated with himself a number of rep- 
resentative medical men to aid him in the work of the Committee. To facili- 
tate this work the following Sub-committees and Chairmen have been ap- 
pointed. 


Sub-committee. Chairman. 
1. Section-Work.....ccccccccscsscece os Je 1. Whittaker. 
2. Halls and Decorations................. B. Stanton. 
3. Entertainments..... oceceee coceees --s N. P. Dandridge, 
4. Exhibits..... ys ery pause wee sueeeees J. C. Culbertson. 
§- ProgramMmMe.....ccccsccccccccccsccscee J. Ransohoff. 
6. Reception..........e00. Se WSebeceeees Js ae. VOANODRKer, 
FMRI cb enlee se ooe sen s0sseeseeeses Ss 4, ATER: 
8. Registration......0000 seccccccccce--+ Jas. M. French. 
g. Printing and Invitations............-.. J. C. Culbertson. 


10. Transportation and Hotel............. Geo. Purviance. 

Music Hall has been secured for the second week in May. Under its vast 
roof the various Sections of the Association can be easily accommodated. 
The seating capacity of the rooms for Section-Work varies from about 70 to 
300. Their acoustic properties approach perfectiun. 


County MeEpicaAt SocieTies.—Counry Medical Societies or associations 
composed of the physicians from two or three counties, which meet monthly or 
quarterly, are more beneficial to the practitioner than the State Associations 
which meets only once a year. Dr. A. N. Carrigan, in a paper read before the 
Arkansas Medical Association, very truthfully remarks upon this subject that, 
“Too many medical men think too little or too lightly of their county societies, 
forgetting the fact that it is the very fountain of power and greatness. No 
man arrives at distinction or honor in our state and national councils who has 
not served his time in some county or municipal society. It is the school for 
the young physician to learn in, and it is only a matter of time for him to 
arrive at local distinction if he will carefully study and report to his county 
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medical society all of his cases of interest. It stimulates him to study and en- 
ables him to become accurate in diagnosis and successful in treatment. Mind 
needs the friction of opposing mind if it ever grows and develops into any- 
thing more than it was when it started. Too many of our young physicians are 
like young wasps, as big when they are hatched as they ever get to b> after- 
wards. This state of affairs is a reproach to the well qualified young men that 
come into our State every year graduated from first-class medical schools. Do 
these young men drop into the Sleepy- Hollow ways of the ancient Arkansas 
doctor ? If they do not, where is the evidence to the contrary? Have we any 
increase in the number of County Medical Societies ? With a few honorable 
exceptions we have no evidence of progress in scientific work, even in the old 
societies, much less of the formation of new ones or of their work. How much 
of this state of affairs is chargeable to the older members of the profession I 
will not pretend to say, but one thing we all know is certain, and that is, if we 
do not bring the people by whom we are surrounded up to our standard, we 
will in turn drop down to theirs.” 

While all this is true, our State Associations are highly important and 
should not be neglected. The older members of the prefession should en- 
courage and stimulate the younger, and the younger members should honor 
and respect the older, that the meetings may be both pleasant and profitable, 
that they may carry home with them agreeable and lasting recollections of 
each other, and more exalted views of the profession and of the objects which 
called them together. 


THe HomiLetic Review for March is up to the high-water line which the 
previous numbers of the year reached. “ Harmful Books,” by Prof. T. W. 
Hunt, of Princeton College, is an able and discriminating paper well worthy 
of careful reading. Dr. Armstrong, of Virginia, discusses “The Christian 
Evidences ” in the light of recent criticism, with great clearness and force. Dr. 
Sprecker’s paper, “ Huxley on Miracles,” is noteworthy as showing the fa- 
mous scientist’s concessions of the truth. ‘‘Was Adam the First Man?” by 
Dr. C. S. Robinson, will startle many by its array of Scripture and suggestive 
queries. The Sermonic Section has two full and able sermons by Dr. Lyman 
Abbott and Dr. G. Lansing Taylor, and six outlines by Drs, Kittredge, E. H. 
Johnson, E. McChesney, Wayland Hoyt, and Wray and Heath of England. 
Two admirable exegetical articles by Rev. C. M. Corben, Ph D., and Dr. 
Howard Crosby, are, as usuai, fully sustained in point of interest, variety and 
he!pful material to the preacher, pastor, and Christian worker. 

Published by Funk & Wagnalls, 18 and 20 Astor Place, New York. $3.00 
per year ; 30 cents per single number. 


In THE MARCH Magazine of American History there is a most agreeable 
variety of entertaining and scholarly papers. The freshness and timeliness of 
themes considered in each issue of this priceless periodical are phenomenal. 
Among the many interesting papers we mention “ Historic Cannon Balls and 
Houses ;” “ New York and Ohio Centennial,” by Douglas Campbell; Mrs. 
Ole Bull on “ Lief Erikson ;” “Central Ohio Seventy Years Ago;” “ Es- 
cape of Grant and Meade” from riding int the enemy’s lines in 1864 ; “ With 
Cortez in Mexico, 1519” As usual, the number is a specimen of typographic 
beauty, unexcelled in the magazine field. Price, $5 a year. 743 Broadway, 
New York City. 
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SPECIAL NOTHS. 


Parke, Davis & Co.’s Hypophosphites.—The house of Parke, Davis & Co., De- 
troit claim advantages for their preparations of hypophosphites over other 
preparations of a similar nature in the market on accountof its greater purity> 
assimilability, medicinal efficiency, uutritiousness, and the additional fact that 
it is not a proprietary product. Its careful comparison by physicians with all 
other preparations of hypophosphites is solicited in the belief that such a test 
cannot fail to demonstrate its superiority. 


Have used Tongaline extensively during an epidemic of dengue or break- 
bone fever, where I had an opportunity to test it very thoroughly, and I secured 
much more successful results from it than from the ordinary treatment, consist- 
ing of pot Iod., vini eolchici., acid salicy]., quin. sulph., etc. 

In every instance tongaline fully sustained the high character with which it 
is presented to the profession. A.M. Sirtter, M. D., 

Bowmanstown, Carbon county, Pa. 

I frequently prescribe Celerina when I want to use a reliable compound of 
celery and coca, and the prescription has given me satisfaction in its results as 
a nerve-tonic in many cases. Yours very truly, 

C. H. HUGHES, M. D. 

Lecturer on Psychiiatry and Neurology, Post-Graduate Faculty, S}. Louis 
Medical College, Editor Alienist and Neurologist, etc. 


Sharp & Dohme, of Baltimore, prepare most beautiful and reliable prepara- 
tions. Their hypodermic tablets, their gelatine and sugar-coated pills and 
granules, their solid and fluid extracts, syrups, lozenges, trituates, and indeed 
all their numerous preparations, are excellent and reliable. See their adver 
tisement on second cover page. 


Warner’s Parvules are a specialty of one of the best and most reliable 
houses in this country. They are prepared with great exactness and care, and 
are noted for the purity of the drugs of which they are compounded. The 
dose is minute and may be graded to suit the smallest patient, which is a great 
convenience to the practitioner. 


Sander & Sons’ Eucalypti Extract (Eucalyptol.)—Apply to Dr. Sander, Dil- 
on, Iowa, for gratis supplied reports on cures effected at the clinics of the 
Universities of Bonn and Greifswald. 


Lactopeptine,—Of all agents employed to aid digestion Lactopeptine has 
the reputation of being the most reliable and active. In Cholera Infantum it 
is considered a specific by the most eminent and successful practitivners, anc 
they freely express to us their opinion, that they rely upon it altogether in the 
Summer Diarrhcea of children, 


Colden’s Liquid Beef Tonic is undoubtedly a superior preparation. It is highly 
nutrient, and is a tonic of superior merit. It is excellent as a substitute for beef 
tea and may be used with good effect in low states of the system where ordinary 
foods are distasteful and where the digestive powers are weak. An advertise- 
ment of this excellent preparation may be seen in another part of this journal. 
Be sure and examine it.—Eb. 


Bromidia,—It appears that the very popular preparation known as BROMIDIA 
advertised in our journal by Battle & Cuo., chemists, of St. Louis, Mo., has 
been counterfeited by D. W. Gross & Son, and a preparation sold under the 
same name has been put upon the market in violation of the rights of the origi- 
nal proprietors. The parties have been enjoined by the court. This appears 
to be a second decree obtained by Battle & Co. in respect to this valuable med- 
icine, 
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